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REGIONAL 

Building Activity Report         2024 — YEAR IN REVIEW 

In 2024, a total of 6,448 new residential units were permitted in the Baltimore Region. This figure 
represents a 11.6 percent decrease when compared to the previous year.  The multi-family share of units 
permitted during 2024 equaled 41.2 percent of the total units permitted. The value of permitted 
residential remodeling (AAR) totaled $757.6 million in 2024, marking a 17.1 percent increase from the 

previous year.  

The value of permitted new non-residential structures totaled $1.1 billion in 2024. Permitted non-
residential remodeling activity totaled $1.9 billion in 2024. 

RESIDENTIAL MARKET  
A total of 3,791 new single-family home units were permitted in the Baltimore region in 2024. Anne Arundel County 

led the region by permitting 978 new units, up 3.6 percent from 2023. Baltimore County ranked second, permitting 
868 new units, down 22.5 percent from 2023. Harford County (3rd) experienced a 60.9 percent increase and Howard 

County (4th) experienced a 0.7 percent increase in single-family units permitted in 2024. Ranked 5th, the number of 
single-family units permitted in Queen Anne’s County decreased 11.0 percent. Baltimore City ranked 6th and 
experienced an increase of 79.8 percent in single-family units permitted in 2024. Carroll County ranked 7th with a 
6.5% increase in  single-family units permitted in 2024.   

 

A total of 2,657 new multi-family units were permitted in the Baltimore region during 2024.  Baltimore City led the 

region by permitting 1,104 units, a decrease of 40.3 percent from the number of permitted units issued in 2023.  
Baltimore County ranked second, permitting 643 new units, an increase of 16.1 percent when compared to the 
previous year. Anne Arundel County issued permits for 327 multi-family units ranking the jurisdiction third in the 
region. 

Exhibit 1: Share of New Residential Units Permitted by reporting Jurisdictions in 2024 

SUMMARY 
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*Note—Graph excludes 2022. Due to a change in software at Baltimore County, their permit data was not available at the time of data collection.  

Exhibit 2: New Residential Units Permitted by Type in the Baltimore Region Jurisdictions, 2024 

Exhibit 3: New Residential Units Permitted, Baltimore Region, 2014 - 2024 
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The estimated value of residential alterations, additions and repairs (AARs) permitted during 2024 for the Baltimore 
region amounted to $757.6 million, an increase of 17.1 percent from the previous year. Baltimore City authorized 
AARs with a total estimated value of $230.2 million, representing a 43.4 percent increase from 2023. Anne Arundel 
County ranked second in the region having authorized permits for an estimated $172.6 million, marking a 1.5 percent 
decrease from the previous year. Baltimore County ranked third in the region having authorized permits with 
construction costs estimated at $145.2 million, representing no change from the previous year.  

N ationally for December 2024, the seasonally adjusted annual rate of new residential construction authorized by 

building permits was estimated at 1,483,000, a figure that is 3.1 percent below the December 2023 annual rate 
of 1,530,000.  Single-family housing authorized by building permits was 992,000 a rate that is 2.5 percent below the 

December 2023 annual figure.  Permitted units in buildings with 5 units or more was estimated at 437,000, 5.4 
percent below the December 2023 seasonally adjusted annual estimate of 462,000.  

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
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Sources: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis,  U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Exhibit 5: National Economic Indicators  

Data presented for the GDP (annual rate) is the percent change from the preceding period 

Exhibit 4: National Rank, New Privately Owned Housing Units Authorized, 2024 

2,3,4,5 

 

There was an estimated inventory of 494,000 new homes available for sale at the end of December 2024, a figure 1.2 
percent below the previous year.    

Nationally, the median price was $418,950 for all home types.  

Authorized 

Units Rank

+/-      

2022 

Rank

STATE OF 

MARYLAND 26 -3
(50 U.S. STATES & DC)

BALTIMORE-

COLUMBIA-

TOWSON, MD
50 -7

(921 CBSA'S)

8 
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Table 1-A. New Residential Units Permitted in 2024 - RPDs Ranked By Total Units Permitted 

New Residential Units Permitted by Regional Planning District 

The Aberdeen/Havre De Grace RPD (649 Units), ranked 1st in total unit authorizations in 2024, an increase of 127.7 
percent from 2023 when the RPD ranked 5th in units permitted (285 units). The Chase/Bowleys Quarters RPD (517 
Units), ranked 2nd in total unit authorizations in 2024 and experienced an increase of 450.0 percent. This RPD was 
ranked 27th in 2023. 

Source: Building Permit Data System—Baltimore Metropolitan Council 
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Source: Building Permit Data System—Baltimore Metropolitan Council 

Table 1-B. New Residential Units Permitted in 2024 -  RPDs Ranked By Single-Family Units Permitted 

The Aberdeen/Havre De Grace RPD (419 Units) ranked 1st in single-family unit authorizations in 2024, and increase 
of 145.0 percent from 2023 when the RPD was ranked 5th in single-family units permitted (171 units).   
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Source: Building Permit Data System—Baltimore Metropolitan Council 

Table 1-C. New Residential Units Permitted in 2024 -  RPDs Ranked By Multi-Family Units Permitted 

The Canton RPD (418 Units), ranked 1st in multi-family unit authorizations in 2024. Canton had zero multi-family 
units authorized in 2023. The Chase/Bowleys Quarters RPD ranked 2nd in multi-family unit authorizations in 2024 
with 381 Units. Chase/Bowleys Quarters had zero multi-family units authorized in 2023. 



2024 — YEAR IN REVIEW 
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In 2024, new non-residential construction totaled 
$1.1 billion, up 43.9 percent from the previous year’s 
total. Howard County was the regional leader in this 
category with an estimated permitted value of 
$525.6 million. Baltimore County ranked second with 
$218.4 million permitted in new non-residential 
construction in 2024.  See Exhibit 6 for the share of 
new non-residential construction value across the 
region’s reporting jurisdictions.  Table 2 provides a 
listing of several of the largest new non-residential 
projects permitted in the region during 2024. 

 

 

Exhibit 6: Share of New Non-Residential 
Construction (Value) by Jurisdiction, 2024 

NON-RESIDENTIAL MARKET 

Table 2. New Non-Residential Projects Valued at $7,500,000 and Over, 2024 

Source: Building Permit Data System — Baltimore Metropolitan Council 

Source: Building Permit Data System—Baltimore Metropolitan Council 



2024 — YEAR IN REVIEW 

 

10 

 



 

 11 

 

REGIONAL 

Building Activity Report         2024 — YEAR IN REVIEW 

Further analysis of permitted new non-residential construction activity can be observed in Exhibit 8.   It is important 
to note that as the permitted value for new non-residential buildings tends to be substantial, a single building can 
have a dramatic impact upon the distribution of investment across building types and between time periods. 

Fourteen permits were issued for the Office Buildings category in 2024, with a combined construction value of 
$569.6 million (category rank first). The highest value permit in this category during the year totaled $435.0 million 
for a new 4-story commercial office building (including site preparation) at The Johns Hopkins University Applied 
Physics Laboratory development in Howard County. The second highest value permit in this category was $65.0 
million for a new office building at Harbor Point in Baltimore City.  

The estimated value of Retail/Commercial buildings permitted in 2024 totaled $203.4 million (second). New train 
station facilities that connect to the historic head house of Baltimore Penn Station were permitted in Baltimore City 
with a construction cost of $64.2 million, the highest permitted value in this category. The second highest value 
permit in this category was a new Walmart Supercenter with a construction cost of $25.3 million in Baltimore County. 
In Howard County, a new 1-story retail/commercial building was permitted in downtown Columbia with a value of 
$19.0 million.  

The Industrial Buildings category totaled $137.7 million in construction value (third). The highest value permit in this 
category during the year totaled $18.9 million for a new 1-story warehouse shell building at Jessup/Severn in Anne 
Arundel County. The second highest value permit in this category was a new sugar storage facility valued at $10.0 
million at Domino Sugar in Baltimore City. Tied for second highest value permit in this category at $10.0 million is a 
new Office/Warehouse shell building at White Marsh Interchange in Baltimore County.  

 

Exhibit 8: New Non-Residential Construction (Value)  by Type, Baltimore Region, 2024 

Source: Building Permit Data System - Baltimore Metropolitan Council 
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Source: Building Permit Data System—Baltimore Metropolitan Council 

Exhibit 10: Baltimore Region Permitted Non-Residential AAR Projects By Value, 2024 

Source: Building Permit Data System—Baltimore Metropolitan Council 

The Public Utilities, Government and Miscellaneous category totaled $61.5 million (fourth) in new non-residential 
permitting. The highest value permit in this category during the year was $15.8 million for a new independent living 
building (foundation only) at Lutheran Village in Howard County. A new fire station building for the Abingdon 
Volunteer Fire Company at Riverside in Harford County had the second highest value at $11.0 million.  

The Church & Recreational Facilities category had 
construction costs of $51.5 million (fifth). The 
category’s highest value permit during 2024 was a 
new pool near “North Laurel Community Center”, in 
Howard County valued at $18.0 million. A new 
recreation center in Gardenville, Baltimore City had 
the second highest value at $15.0 million.  

There were four permits issued in 2024 for Hospital, 
Group Home and Senior Center Buildings totaling 
$44.1 million in estimated construction value 
(sixth). At the Greater Baltimore Medical Center, 
Baltimore County, a new 6-story shell building was 
permitted with a value of $40.9 million. In 
Edgewood/Joppa, Harford County, a new group 
home was permitted, valued at $2.5 million.  

The value of non-residential additions, alterations, and repairs (AARs) was $1.9 billion in 2024, down 20.2 percent 
from the 2023 level of $2.3 billion. Baltimore County led the region with values totaling $634.0 million, a decrease of 
14.9 percent from 2023. Baltimore City followed with $631.1 million, a decrease of 34.5 percent from 2023. Anne 

Arundel County ranked third at $229.2 million, down 9.7 percent from the 2023 value. A selection of the largest non-
residential AAR projects in the region in 2024 are listed below: 

Exhibit 9: Share of Non-Residential AAR Construction 
(Value) by Jurisdictions reporting, 2024 

Amount County/City Location Description Owner Name

106,011,599$   Baltimore City Waverly
Alts: Full Rplc MEP, Structural, Bsmnt Concrete, Framing, Flr/Wall Openings, Central Stair w Skylight, 

HVAC, Entry Vestibules, Study Spaces
The Johns Hopkins University

68,000,000$     Baltimore City Roland Park Int/Ext Reno, Addtn Loyola College In Maryland Inc

59,000,000$     Baltimore Randallstown Rplc Elementary School "Deer Park" BCPSS

38,525,500$     Baltimore Dundalk/Turners Station Addtn: 2nd Sty Clssrm, 4-Sty Clssrm

36,000,000$     Baltimore Towson/Loch Raven Add 2 Modular Classrm Bldgs w Foundation, Ramps, Railings on Existing Tennis Courts BCPSS

34,000,000$     Baltimore Towson/Loch Raven Addtn (3-Sty): Instructional and Research Space. Science Innovation Center

30,000,000$     Baltimore City Waverly Int Reno/Ext Alts: Rplc Ext Canopy, Rplc Roof, Equip, Add Emergency Generator Sheppard Pratt Seton Properties

30,000,000$     Harford Aberdeen/Havre De Grace Int Reno: For HVAC (Aberdeen Middle School) Aberdeen

20,400,150$     Baltimore City Irvington Addtn w Int/Ext Alts: Recreation Center Mayor and City Council

19,223,523$     Howard Clarksville Addtn: Electronic Data Center, Power Distribution Components, Outdoor Chiller Sys / JHU APL / B115 JHU Applied Physics Lab

16,000,000$     Baltimore City Druid Hill Addtns: For Processing, Palletizing. Grading, Paving, Site Work Dietz & Watson

15,800,000$     Howard Ellicott City Addtn: To Health Center, 20 Memory Care Res Units, 16 Skilled Care Res Units, Support Spaces Lutheran Village

15,000,000$     Baltimore Chestnut Ridge Addtn: Clssrm Labs, Classrm Bldg, Grades 6 - 12

15,000,000$     Baltimore Chestnut Ridge Int Alts: Stud, Partitns, Ceiling, Rstrms, Science Equip, Casework, Finishs, Fixturs (St. Pauls School)

15,000,000$     Baltimore City Waverly Int Reno: To Flrs 3, 5, 6, 7 Ofc Space, Seminar Rm Spaces The Johns Hopkins University

13,000,000$     Baltimore City Highlandtown Ext Alts: Imprv Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine's Entry Plaza Johns Hopkins Hospital

12,700,000$     Baltimore Towson/Loch Raven Int Reno: Add Cross-Corridor Doors in Lobby and Main Entry Doors to Create Secure Vestibule, HVAC BCPSS

12,000,000$     Baltimore Parkville Int Alts: Partitns, Stud, Ceiling, Roof, Rstrms, HVAC, Fixturs, Finishs "Pine Grove Elementary" BCPSS

12,000,000$     Baltimore City Upper Park Heights Int/Ext Reno: Community Center, Fitness Center, Ofc, Architecture, MEP, AV/IT Associated Jewish Charities
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RESIDENTIAL UNITS FROM CONVERSIONS  

The table below lists the projects that produced (3 or more) residential units in 2024 through the conversion of 
existing non-residential buildings to residential structures. A total of 726 conversion units were permitted in 2024.  
Similar to 2023, residential conversion units were concentrated in the Metro Center area of Baltimore City during 
2024.  

Source: Building Permit Data System—Baltimore Metropolitan Council 

Exhibit 12: Permitted Residential Units from Conversions, 2024 

NEW MIXED-USE MARKET  

There was a total of 127 residential units permitted and $30.0 million in estimated construction cost permitted in 
three mixed-use projects during 2024. Characteristics of the new mixed-use projects are provided in the table below. 
The mixed-use residential units are included in the residential unit totals for the year. The estimated construction 
costs for mixed-use permits have not been split into residential and non-residential components. For this reason, the 

construction costs for mixed-use permits are not included in the residential and non-residential annual totals.  

Source: Building Permit Data System—Baltimore Metropolitan Council 

 

Exhibit 11: Permitted New Mixed-Use Buildings, 2024 
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Table 3-B. Non-Residential Construction Activity -  December and YTD: 2023 and 2024 

Table 3-C. Mixed-Use Construction Activity -  December and YTD: 2023 and 2024 

Table 3-A. Residential Construction Activity - December and YTD: 2023 and 2024 

*Annapolis data is included in Anne Arundel 

totals. 

**AAR data is tabulated for permits valued 

over $10,000. 

Note: Residential units in mixed-use permits 

are included in residential unit totals.  Value 

of mixed-use permits cannot be 

apportioned. 

Source: Building Permit Data System—

Baltimore Metropolitan Council 
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1500 Whetstone Way  |  Suite 300  |  Baltimore, MD, 21230        |      T (410) 732-0500  F (410) 732-8248  W baltometro.org 

For historic reports (1974-present), subscription to the online building permit database and any comments or ques-

tions about this report may be directed to Crystal McDermott. 

_ _ _ 

The preparation of this document has been financed through funds provided by 

the U.S. Department of Transportation, (the Federal Highway Administration, and the Federal Transit Administration) with 

matching shares provided by the Maryland Department of Transportation and the Baltimore Metropolitan Council. 

The Baltimore Regional Transportation Board operates its programs and services without regard to race, color, or national 

origin in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights  Act of 1964, and other applicable laws. 

Produced by: 

Baltimore Metropolitan Council 

Crystal McDermott 

410.732.0500 ext. 1024 

cmcdermott@baltometro.org 

Data Sources: 

1. Baltimore Metropolitan Council Member Jurisdictions 

2. Building Permit Data System at the Baltimore Metropolitan Council 

3. U.S. Census Bureau New Residential Construction and New Residential Sales data 
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